Laparoscopically assisted vaginal radical hysterectomy.
Young patients affected by an early-stage invasive cancer of the cervix are usually treated by surgery. Abdominal radical hysterectomy with pelvic lymphadenectomy is the most widely used technique. With the advent of more conservative surgical approaches, laparoscopy has gained acceptance in gynecologic oncology, opening the way for radical vaginal surgery for cervical cancer. Before this technique becomes widely accepted, it has to be demonstrated that the results, in terms of safety and efficacy, are comparable with the 'standard' abdominal approach. In this chapter we review the technique of laparoscopically assisted radical vaginal hysterectomy and evaluate results of published series.